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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S NOTE
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Hello to all parents, boys and girls! Welcome to the brand-new international multi-arts production of Unlock Dancing
Plaza — KU-SO- OLYMPICS. The extraordinary line-up of artists, Namstrops from Miyazaki, Japan, Unlock Dancing Plaza
from Hong Kong, and pop-up paper arts designer SunFool, jointly create an original work that assembles dance, creative
sports, pop-up paper arts and music. In line with the theme of sports, the stage turns into an amusing sports ground
where props and bodies are used to create interesting sports performances filled with imagination. In this hot summer,
we hope our performers will ignite everyone’s passion for sports and find enormous joy and self-fulfillment from the
playful and competitive performance.

The collaboration with pop-up paper arts designer SunFool offers endless fun; audiences of his works are always
rewarded with entertainment and philosophical inspiration. Taking up various roles this time, he designs and performs for
the production. As a playful and versatile artist, he will surely add joys to the show through his participation. His cooperation
with Namstrops is definitely offering an ideal partnership for the work and producing profound and lasting significance.

Three years ago, | coincidentally encountered Namstrops, fascinated by their unique physical performance elaborated
with a touch of sports, drew me into their concepts of body and dance. It was the same year when Unlock Dancing Plaza
invited them to Hong Kong for a five-day dance exchange workshop. During the exchange, | had more opportunities to
learn about their concept of “Expression Physical Education” and found out how to develop it into a creative dance that
we are familiar with. It made us to realise that dance and sports are not only to promote children’s physical and mental
health, but also to enhance other areas such as imagination, self-control, adaptability and enthusiasm etc. In order to
introduce this set of body training to children in Hong Kong, Unlock Dancing Plaza has invited Namstrops frequently
to Hong Kong for sharings, and visited Miyazaki for excursions in the past two years. At present, we have developed a
series of teaching materials for our project “Bodynamics” | believe that through this production, we will have more to
share and exchange with project stakeholders. We look forward to seeing your children to find out more about this fun
and creative “Bodynamics” project.

Ong Yong Lock
Artistic Director, Unlock Dancing Plaza
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Unlocking Dancing Plaza

With Ong Yong Lock as the Artistic Director, Unlock Dancing Plaza is a promising modern dance company with a unique
style founded in 2002. Bold to innovate, Unlock is keen to collaborate and interact with artists from different disciplines
in search of the intricacies of life and beyond. By liberating the constraints of the stage, the Company strives to display
new ways to appreciate and experience dance.

Its recent dance productions include Jump to Mars, Dance with Me, A Rhapsody: Power & Velocity, Boy Story. Reborn,
Wanderer, serial dance-theatre Walls 44, Lost & Found, and Chopin VS Ca. Its production Phoenix Ill — Read the World
with Your Heart, Wanderer and Boy Story. Reborn received the Hong Kong Dance Awards in 2009, 2015 and 2016
respectively. Unlock Dancing Plaza is financially supported by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council since 2009.

Namstrops ( HZ Japan)
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The dance unit Namstrops, who come from Miyazaki, founded in 2006 and has been active at home and abroad.
Namstrops, the reverse spelling of “sportsman’ implies their athlete background. They studied and created a unique
dance program called "Creative Dance" for 10 years which has been developed in school physical education in Japan. In
Contemporary Dance, Creative Dance is classified as Contemporary Artistic Physical Education. Namstrops is a leading
organisation in Creative Dance; they attempt to display a concept of Physical Education in art spaces by introducing
their thought of developing body. They have performed worldwide such as South Korea, China, the UK, Estonia and
Romania and were selected the finalists in the Yokohama Dance Collection EX in 2008, 2011 and 2012. Besides, they run
a non-profit organization, Miyazaki C-Dance Center, in collaboration with Professor Rumiko Takahashi from University of
Miyazaki to facilitate the development of dance education.
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Lau Ming-hang (SunFool)

Also known as “SunFool’ Lau is a lighting design and a pop-up paper arts designer. He has directed and created several
works of pop-up theatre, including The Fire Kid, Am | Crying, Ordinary Living and Mr. HALF Dwells... Lau has received
multiple nominations for Best Lighting Design at the Hong Kong Drama Awards, and he has designed lighting for many Hong
Kong and Overseas performance groups, including Unlock Dancing Plaza, Theatre du Pif, On and On Theatre Workshop, Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, Approaching Theatre (Taiwan), Step Out (Macau) and The Theatre Practice (Singapore).



CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM

122 R BI4E Concept & Creation
F&&%% OngYong Lock

BI{ER B Creation & Performance

EijAtF Souhei Nobe

Z1@H2 3 Akifumi Toyofuku

IREZE X Takafumi Kodama

s JamesYau

RS Andy Lee

iRE 1A Kerry Cheung™
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Creation & Performance, Lighting and Stage Design

218888 (#84) SunFool

{E8 Music Composition
AREFIRE Genki Ohno

BREE285t (8843 ) Costume Design (Partly)
B8 F Yuko Kabashima

E{fEERI Artistic Advisor
BEEETAE

Professor Rumiko Takahashi
FELETE Production Manager
BBEERX Karen Kwong
HMITESEE Deputy Stage Manager
REZE Yuen Kin Man
BhIBEE & S Assistant Stage Manager
PEE Leung Kam

BhEBIE Y ERET Assistant Lighting Designer
2R AX Kwok PuiYan

44 Sound coordinator
=i Kan Hei Chun
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Creative and Production Team of Unlock Dancing Plaza

H{fi48ES Artistic Director

F 554 OngYong Lock
BiBIZE4ii3R Resident Artists
ZHRF Andy Lee
sRE 14 Kerry Cheung®
EE# JamesYau?
Z5{ZHE Joseph Lee?

FE4EHE Company Manager
fal5FZ Ho Sze Wai*

YpR4EIE Outreach Manager
B %% Elsie Chau*

=4 &8 X {F Senior Project Officer
Z=EE Michael Li

SRR E(ERTAIE Senior Outreach Officer & Researcher
#5FEIE Fung Hin Fung

E 6B R EE*{F Programme & Marketing Trainee
&= 1E B Effie Wong”

/

E51EhIE Accounting Assistant
o] X & Elaine Ho*

1T Bh¥E Administrative Assistant

ZiZ & Jan Lee

# 38E5 8 T Part-time staff
A D TE B EESS On a project basis
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The Artistic Internship Scheme is supported by the
Hong Kong Arts Development Council
* BT AB BB EREEBMER/EL
The Arts Administration Internship Scheme is supported bythe
Hong Kong Arts Development Council
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The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable
circumstances make it necessary.
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The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme are provided by
the arts group and do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.



